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Abstract

This research entitled The Role of village Headmen in Community Development in Patae
Subdistrict, Yaha District, Yala Province aimed to (1) examine the level of village headmen’s roles
in community development, (2) investigate problems, obstacles, and limitations in their
performance, and (3) propose guidelines for enhancing their roles in community development. The
sample consisted of 389 respondents selected using Yamane’s formula and proportionate stratified
sampling. Data were collected through a five-point Likert scale questionnaire and analyzed using
descriptive statistics and simple linear regression analysis.

The findings revealed that the overall role of village headmen was rated at a high level,
and all role dimensions were positively associated with community development at the .05
significance level. Among the six dimensions, the Peace and Security Management Role had the
strongest influence on community development. The model explained 20.1% of the variance in
community development (R2 = .201) and demonstrated a statistically significant positive effect (B
= .448, Sig. = .000). The results indicate that maintaining public order, enhancing community
safety, and effectively managing local conflicts are crucial factors contributing to community
development. Therefore, strengthening headmen’s capacities in peace and security management,
alongside social and economic development efforts, is essential for achieving sustainable
community development.
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